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BOOK REVIEWS. 

Cook on Corporations. William W. Cook, Esq., of the New York Bar. 
Seventh edition, five volumes. Boston : Little, Brown & Co. 1913. 

It would be highly presumptuous to criticize the substance of a work 
which has gone through seven editions and been cited more frequently than 
any other dealing with the same field of law. In the edition of Cook 
on Corporations now offered to the public there are, however, so many 
new features as to afford ample opportunity for critical inspection. The 
citation of cases illustrative of the text has been brought completely up to 
date, the chapters dealing with specialized branches of corporation law have 
been greatly enlarged, and forms which were not before included in the 
treatise at all are given in large numbers. The additions have compelled the 
division of the work into five volumes instead of four, as previously. 

In any exhaustive work on so large a division of the law, the accurate 
citation of cases is one of the criterions by which the value of the work 
must be judged; for to the practitioner at least, it is largely as the text 
indicates where the law can be found that it is useful. In this respect 
Mr. Cook's work is far above the average, although there are isolated in- 
stances where perfection has not yet been approached. For example, in 
discussing the time when the statute of limitations begins to run in favor 
of stockholders on their liability to pay the par value of their stock, the 
statement is made in the text that "In Pennsylvania the courts hold that 
the call must be made before six years have elapsed after the call is pos- 
sible; otherwise the right of collection is barred." Volume I, page 519. 
This is unquestionably not the law in Pennsylvania under the recent de- 
cisions, and the cases cited do not, on careful study, justify the statement. 
Such instances are, however, unavoidable in so large a work, undertaking 
as it does to cite practically every decided case on the subject of corpora- 
tion law. And a careful examination of the citations in several chapters 
of the text disclose a surprising degree of accuracy. 

Especial attention has been paid to the enlargement of the chapters 
on steam and electric railroad, telegraph, telephone, electric light and other 
quasi-public corporations ; and a casual inspection of this section of the work 
creates in the reader's mind an impression of detailed exhaustiveness. 

Two hundred pages of forms, many of them never before published 
and dictated by Mr. Cook's wide experience as a corporation lawyer, will 
doubtless make this edition far more useful to the practitioner than any 
of the former editions in which no forms were included. Almost any pos- 
sible corporate document is outlined in these pages. 

Altogether the new edition of this standard publication has served to 
improve it in every particular. Its continued and increased popularity is 
assured. W. A. S. 



Crime and its Repression. Gustav Aschaffenburg. (Translated by Adalbert 
Albrecht.) Little, Brown & Co., 1913. Boston. 

In this, number six of the Modern Criminal Science Series, the author 
has made an elaborate and painstaking study of the statistics of crime which 
have been gathered in the German Empire. In Part I he has analyzed the 
Social Causes of Crime, pointing out how the statistics show the varying 
effect of seasons, city life, rural life, race, religion, national customs, alcohol, 
and economic and social conditions uoon the frequency of criminal acts. It 
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